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S,MarTrn.Chap.s.Verſen. 
But yoe yee, andlearne what that 
meaneth ; F will have mercy, and not 


ſacrifice, 


mmmrmmrnnnara ] was Saint PAUL'S 

WE Sew charge to Timothy Bi- 

ES ſhop of Epheſus, That 

Hee ſhould give at- 

y >>Vy1] tendancetoReading, 

y Op fl tro Exhortation, and 

£ SSZY co Doctrine, 1 E- 

piſt, Chap. 4. Verſe 13. 

And that the ſame was the practice of 

a greater than either Timothy or Paul, even 

of Cxr1sT Himſelfe, the great Biſhop 
of our ſoules, my Text makes it plaine. 

For firſt, Thar He gave heed to reading, 

to reading the Prophets, who can doubt ; 

B 


when 


Two Parts. 


a 


| (2) 
when as here hecites a Text out of one of 
them, Hoſea c. 6.v. 6. There it is written, 
Miſericordiam volui, &c. 

Secondly, He delivers it, as a DoQtrine 
or Maxime in Divinity; That G o Þ ac- 
cepts Mercy rather than Sacrifice. 

Thirdly, He exhorts the Phariſees to goe 
ſtudy this DoRrine, till they well under- 
ſand the meaning of it. Goe yee and learne 
what that meaneth. 

The Do&trine it ſelfe;andCarismTs 
Exhortation to learneit, are the twwo Ge- 
nerals, on which I purpoſe at this timero 
inſiſt; 

As for his reading the Prophets, Thar 
was an Act precedent tothis: And of that 
I ſhall ſpeake onely a. word. or two, by 
way of Preface. 

Firſt then ; Tfat He who had the Spi- 
rit without meaſure. S. 1oþ.3.34. And nee- 
ded not that man ſhould teach Him any 
thing ; Hee that was not onely 34ivaxl&, 
taught of G o D; but #:d42@, Gop as 
well as man, 'That He doth yet vouchſafe 
to reade the Prophets writings,and to bor. 


row Do&trines out of thern, for the in- 
ſtruction 


(3) 
ſruction of His Auditors ; beſides that He 
humbles Himſelfe very much , and doth 
them much honour; Hee doth moreover 
teach us, highly to efteeme theScriptures ; 
and not to expect private revelations, in 
matters whereof we may be informed by 
the Word of Goo. 

Againe, That He ſendsthem to the Pro- 
phets, it was very proper, and it argues his 
wiſdome: for this was to inſtruct Them, 
out of ſuch Authors, as theniſelves did 
not, could not gain-ſay. For the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and generally all the Iewes, 
did receive the Prophets, as Writers inſpi- 
red by G © Þ; and therefore they the fitteſt 
Authours, by whom they could be con- 
vinced of errour, and reduced to the truth. 
All Scriptureis, indeed, given by infpirari- 
on,and is profitable for inſtruftioninrigh- 
reouſneſſe, 2 Epift. ro Timoth, c 3.0.16. Yet 
not all Scripture fit to inſtruct all ſorrs of 
Men : If you would convertan unbelee- 
ving Jew, you muſtdoe it out of Moſes and 
the Prophets : To goe about to perſwade 


Him, our of the New Teſtament, wereto 


begge the Queſtion. 
B 2 When 


(4) 

When Saint Peter would prove, that 
the Goſpellof Cyz1sT was not a cxn- 
ningly deviſed Fable, but the truth of G oo, 
He voucheth for it a Voice from heaven, 
which Himſelte, with ſome others, had 
heard, ſaying, This is my beloved Sonne, in 
whom I am well pleaſed, 2 Epit.c.t.co.17. 

To have reſted here, had beene to re- 
quire that their faith in this matter might 
be built upon the bare teſtimony of Him. 
ſelfeand His Fellowes ; The Apoſtle doth 
not ſo, but addes in the next verſe; We have 
alſo a more ſure Word of Prophecie. What ? 
Is the teſtimony of the Prophets more ſure 
thanthe Voice from heaven 2? Yes, to the 
Iewes more ſure, though not in it ſelfe. 

Lattantius, lib. 5, cap.4. taxes S. Cyprian, 
for that, being to refute Demetrianus a pro. 
feſt enemie to the Truth, He handled not 
the matter as was fit. For ſuch a one(ſaith 
he) was not to be convinced by Scripture, 
(which He rejected as idle, empric talke) 
but by arguments drawne from reaſon. 
His meaning is, that, whether weeſtabliſh 
truth, or refell exrour, we ought ſtill to ap- 
ply our ſelves, and accommodare our dil- 
courſe 


(5) 
courſe tothe parties with whom we have 
to deale. A Rule, which ourSaviour here 
obſerves,whil't he commends to the con- 
ſideration of the Phariſees,a Doctrine bor- 
rowed from one of their owne Prophets. 
What that Doctrine was, I come now to 
conſider. I'will have mercy, and not ſacrifice. 
"Tis ſpoken in the Perſon of Gop: But 
the Queſtion is, whether by Mercy Hee 
underſtand that compalſsion which Him- 
ſelfe ſhewes towards Men; or that love 
and kindnefle, which Heexpe&ts one Man 
ſhould ſhevvto another. 

Neither ſenſe is amiſle; both are defen- 
ded by learned Authours. The former, [ 
confeſle, is full of conſolation; for what 
_ comfort can there beto a poore 

inner, thanto be aſſured, that G o Þ doth 
more delight in ſhewing mercy to His 
ſervants, *” in any ſervice, that they can 

erforme toward; Him ? [ndeed, it were 
bur a vaine thing to diſpute, what ſervice 
of ours He beſt accepts, and moſt delights 
in; did He nor chiefly delight in His owne 
mercy: for without that,it were not poſsi- 


ble He ſhould accept of any thing from us. 
B 3 The 


Was - > OHA 


Yanehes wit Mx wo —_— 


(6) 
The whole _ of Man may (you 
know) be reduced to theſe two Heads , 
Merey, and Sacrifice : Mercy to his Brother, 
and Sacrifice to his G o Þ : But woe be un- 
rous, if our heavenly Father ſhould lay 
alide His mercy,, when Hee comes to exa- 
mine, hovwy wee performe either of theſe 
duties, 

Let this therefore be laid as an infallible 
ground ; That not for any worth in our 
good workes,.nor for any need that Hee 
hath of them, but for His meere mercies 
ſake, G op acceptsthem. 

Howbeit, I cannot grant this to be the 
true meaning of my Text; wherein I con- 
ceive the compariſon to be made, not be. 
rwixt G o p's mercy,and our ſacrifices , Bur 
berwixt thoſe workes of charity which we 
doe towards our Brethren, and that out- 
ward worſhip, which wee tender imme- 
diarelyto G 0D. And if it be(as certainly 

it is) great metcy in G o p, that He vouch- 
ſafes to accept of either of theſe, it muſt 
feeds be greater mercy, that He preferres 
the former before the later, mercy before 
ſacrifice , which is the Doctrine here deli- 
| vered. 


(>) 


vered. In the handling whereof, this (1 
hope) I may take forgranted,and not trou. 
ble you with the proofe of it; thatitis not 
a ſimple Negation , but onely a compari- 
ſon : Et non importing as much as Pluſ- 
quam. Mercy and not Sacrifice, that is, 
Mercy rather than Sacrifice. 

So then the Doctrine thus explained, I 
reſolve into three Propoſitions : 

1 Gop accepts ſacrifice. 

2 Gop accepts mercy: 

3 Gop accepts mercy rather than ſa- 

crifice. 

For the firſt: Thatthereis a Gov, is a 
truth acknowledged even by thoſe who 
could wiſh ic falſe. Thatif there be a Dei- 
tie, Hee is to be worſhipped, there never 
was man ſo impious as to deny. And 
therefore every Religion, as well falſe, as 
true, hath alwayes had ſome ſacrifice or 
other, to offer to that God, whichit profel. 
ſed to worſhip. It was uſuall with the 
Heathens, to offer unto their Idolf gods, 
the fleſh of beaſts and birds, evert whole 
Hecatombs. And that the True G o v did 


not reject (but well accept) the ſame m_ 
0 


(8) , 


of worſhip (ſceme it never ſofſtrange) 'tis 
moſt true, His acceptation appeares, in 
that He anſwered them by fire from hea- 
ven, which conſumed ſuch ſacrifice. So 
we reade, 2 Chron.z.1. 1Reg.18.38.And 'tis 
expreſly ſaid, Gen.4.4. That Go Þ had re- 
ſþeFt unto Abel, and to his ſacrifice. And this 
he did,not that He meantto cat buls fleſh, 
or drinke the bloud of goats, as the Þ/al. 
mift ſpeakes. But for reaſons, tending to 
the good of his People. 

As partly to prevent the ſinne of [dola- 
trie, to which (he knew) the Iewes were 
much addicted. Partly co prefigure that 
great expiatory Sacrifice, which was, in 
due time, to bee offered upon the Altar of 
the Croſle,for the ſinnes of all mankinde. 
And —_— To beget and cheriſh religi- 
ous impreſsions in mens mindes,touchin 
the greatneſſe and bounty of their Maker: 


For, whoſoever offered any ſacrifice to 


G o Þ, Hedid by that a& proteſt and teſti- 
he, that All, whatſoever he had,procceded 
from G 0D, as the Creator and Donor of 
it, and therefore could not be better em- 
ployed, then upon Him and His Service. 


Tis 


by 21 (9) 

Tis true, that this kindeof worſhip, in 
proceſle of time, grew outof date, G'o b 
declared Himlelte, that He tooke no plea- 
ſurein it, that He was weary of it; that 
he could not abide it, P/al.51.16. E/ay 1. 11. 
lerem. 7. 22. and many other places of ho- 
ly Writ. 

Neverthelefle wee muſt not imagine, 
that the people of G 0D were then letr de- 
ſicure of all manner of ſacrifice. The Hea- 
then Philoſophers if they could but have 
proved, that the Chriſtians had no Sacri- 
hce to offer ro their G © Þ, they would 
have asked no better argument, to prove 
that they had no religion at all. But this 
they were never ableto doe : For when 
they had no Calfes of the ſtall,yer they had 
Qill Tvitulos labiorum, the Calves of their 
lips, Prayers, and Praiſes : when they cea- 
{ed to lay young Bullocks, they ceaſed not 
tolay other Oblations on God s Altar; 
and thele were as well accepted, as they : 
yea, and for the more decent and (olemne 
performance of ſuch Divine Offices, Times 
and Places have beene ſet apart, and other 
Circumltances ordered,by G o Þ's ſpeciall 
com- 


(10) 
command : whick-isgnough to prove my 
firſt Propoſition, --piz..G 0 Þ accepts Sa- 
crifices 

Now whereas all Sacrifice, as it is a 
worſhip of G ob, conliſts of two parts , 
the inward affeftion,, -and the outward 
act : By Sacrifice in my Text I underſtand 
the latter, namely the outward worſhip. And 
my aſlertion is, That with ths alſo G ob 
is well pleaſed; albeit Hebe better pleaſed 
with the other. 

The Scribes and Phariſees they were 
wholly for this ; In outward ſhew the moſt 
religious men inthe world : No ſuch pro- 
felled haters of [dolatry; noſo ſtrict obſer- 
vers of the Sabbath ; nonethat reſorted fo 
duly to the Synagogues,or made ſuch long 
prayers, as they. Yetagainſt none ſo fre- 
quently; as againſt them, did Car1sT 
denoungs His woe. 

Was it our Saviours meaning (thinke 
yee) to blame them for whar they did ? 

No ſuch matter : But for ſomewhat that 

* theyleftundone. Heliked well their out- 
fade ; but found fault, that their inſide was 
not anſwerable. It was not his intent, thar 


they 


—_— ——— ——_ 
- 


— _ —_—  — 
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(1) 
they ſhould fall into the other-extreame, 
that is, contta&t- the 'whole worſhip of 
God into the inner man; butthatto theex. 
ternall profeſſion, which already they had, 
they ſhould joyne the inwarddevotion of the 
heart, which they wanted; 

It's worth our obſervation, how God 
hath dealt with ſome men, who have 
done Him outward ſervice; their hearts, in 
the meane time, being not «upright. For In- 
ftance; with-Tebu, and with Ahab. Hee 
chrearned Ahabthat He would bring evill "IPD 
on him. Ahab hearing this, rent hiscloaths, * x. 
pur ſack-cloth upon his fleſh, and * faſted, * Veria7- 
Vpon this outward humiliation ( for it 
Was no better) God was graciouſly pleaſed 
(though notto take off, yer) to adjourne 
the menaced puniſhment till his ſonne's 
Dayes, /erſe 29. 

As for Jeby, to him Hee gave the King. 
dome of Iſrael, and to his children to the 
fourth generation : beuſe he performed 
the Opus operatum,at lealt,in executing that 
which was right in God's eyes, and doing 
tothe Houſe of Ahab, accordingto all that *Ne8-12- 
was in his heart. 


© 4 I 
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I would not be miſtaken, as if I-pro- 
poſed Iebn, as a good Patterne of Obedi- 
ence; or commended Ahab, as an Exam- 
ple of true Repentance. 

| grant that Jeby did not well, in not 
being obedient; that Ahab did not wall, in 
not being humbled, with an upright heart: 
Yet they both had done much worle , the 
one,it he had not been obcdient;the other, 
if not humbled ar all. 

Nor was it their Hypocriſie that G o Þ 
rewarded : Onely in them Hee gave 
teſtimony , how readie Hee is to che- 
riſh the ſmalleſt ſparke of goodneſle, in 
whomſoever Hee findes it : And ſuch 
was their outward performance; Good, 
at leaſt , ſo farre forth, as a thing leſle 
evill, may in compariſon of a worle, bee 
termed (300d. 

Ler it therefore bee our care, ſo to 
beate downe Hypocriſie, that wee ſer 
not up Prophaneneſle in the roome of 
it : So to perſwade mien from making 
a meere ſhew of godlineſfle, that wee dc- 
rerre them not from making ſo much as 
a ſhaw. 


Yea, 


(3) 

Yea, but you will ſay, G o Þ never 
blamed any one, for being defeRtive 
in his outward worſhippe. Hee com- 


plaines, This people draweth neere to mee-Ea 


with their lippes , but their hearts are farre 
from mee. 

But He never complaines ; This people 
draweth neere to mee with their hearts, but 
their lips are farre from mee. 

It's true; and the reaſon's plaine ; be- 
cauſe it is ſcarce poſsible, that any one 
ſhould draw neere to G o ÞD with his 
heart, and keepe diſtance with his lippes : 
That he ſhould pertorme the inward ler. 
vice, and make no expreſsion of it in the 
outward man. But it it vere as obvious, 
for the heart to be religious, and the lippes 
prophane , as it is for the lippes to be religi- 
ous, and the heart prophane, doubtleſſe 
G o Þ would complaine of that, as well as 
of this, though (perhaps) not ſo much of 
that as of this. 

To ſhit up this Point. Certaine it is,that 
Ged requires the ſervice both of our Bo- 


dies, and our Spirits, for both are His. And i Cor.6.20. 


though wee cannot be ſaid to have done 
C 3 our 


mm 
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our dutie, rs. 1 we performe both ; Yer 
am per{waded, that that mans account 
ſhall be eaſier, at the Day of Tudgemenr, 
who performes but one part ( and thar 
the meaneſt) than his who performes 
neither. 

[ have done with my firſt Propoſicion : 
I come now to the ſecond. Go Þ accepts 
Mercie. 

By Mercy I underſtand any work of love 
and kindneſſe,whether it be ſpirituall, or 
corporall, which one man can performe 
towards another. And that this is accepta- 
ble to Sod, it will bee no hard matter to 
prove.For ſince it is His nature and property 
to have mercy and to forgive,it cannot be, bur 
that He needs muſt like and love His own 
vertues, when He ſees them in His Crea. 
tures. Beſides His Divine providence hath 
diſtributed His bleſsi Sings With anuneguall 
hand,toſomeplentifully,to others ſparing- 
ly ; of purpoſe, that Hee might givetheſe 
occaſion to exercile their patience, and 
thoſe their Charity, And therefore Hee 
hath ſo ordered the matter, that no man 
ſhall be ſo perfect in this world, but that, 
at 


(15) 
at ſome time or other, he may be a fit Ob. 
ject, of his Brothers Charity : Nor any ſo 
low and deſpicable, but that hee may be 
able to performe ſome worke of Mercie 
rowards his Neighbour. Of which works 
of Mercy albeit our diſtreſſed Brother be 
the immediate 0bjeF ; yet our bleſſed Sa- 
viour takes them,as doneto Himlſelfe,and 
undertakesto reward them. In as much as 
yee have done it to one of the leaſt of theſe my 
Brethren, yee have done it unto mee, S. Mat- 
thew 25.40. 

Now what Hetakes to HimſeHe, that 
Heexpects vvee ſhould ſo performe as to 
Himſclfe : That in ſhewing kindneſle to 
our Brother, we {ſhould looke higher than 
our Brother , even to Him that made him, 
and loved him ſo dearely, that He thought 
not His owyne bloud too deare a pricefor 
him: Andthen, for His ſake, cheerefully 
to doe Him all offices of love. When the 
Apoſtle Saint Paul calsan Almes-deed, A 
Sacrifice wherewich God is well pleaſrd, Hebr. 
13-16. He meanes it of Almes that is done 
after this manner; thatprocerds not meers-, 


ly from a naturall affeftion, but from the 
love 


E. 


(16) | 
love of Go ſpread abroad in our hearts, 
For if it be terminated in the Party that re- 
ceives it, and have no reflexion upon the 
Deity; a Kindneſſe itmay be, a Sacrifice it 
is not : Wherefore, to make it a Sacrifice, 
it bchoyes that it be done for Cy r1sT's 
Names ſake. And being ſo done, we may 
be as confidentthat it wil be accepted with 
Goo, as wee are, that G o D is righteous, 
For marke the Phraſe that Saint Paul ules, 
Heb.6.10, He ſayes not, Gop is not wn- 
kinde, but G © Þ is not «nrighteous, that He 
will forget your worke and labour that 
proceedeth of love, which love yee have 
ſhewed for His Names ſake. So that hee 
doth, in a manner, charge the Holy One 
with Injuftice, if he ſhould faile ro recom- 
pence workes of Mercy. 

Nay, more yet. Our Saviour ſeemes to 
imply, that G o D rewards no other vertue, 
but do . and puniſhes no other ſ1n, but the 
want of this. For when all men ſhal ſtand 
before the Tribunall Seat of G 0D, Thole 
on the right hand, who ſhall heare that 
joyfkull voyce, Come yee bleſſed, &c. they 
{hall have noncof their wertues taken no- 
rice 


(17) 
eice 6f, but their workes of Mercie: I bas 
hungry, and yee fed me, naked, and yee clothed 
me, &c. And then a ainc,on theleft hand, 
upon whom ſhall bee pronounced that 
dreadfull Sentence,Goe yee curſed, &c. they 
ſhall have none of their ſinnes objected to 
them, but their want of Charitie. 1was 
hungry, and yee gave mee no meat, &c. Saint 
Matth. 25. rverſ. 42. | 

All which is ſpoken to this end, not to 
diſcountenance or diſgrace other vettues ; 

Gov forbid; (they are all thegifts of G o Þ: 
His Spirit workes them in us ; and His 
Mercy will not ſuffer the loweſt of them 
to goe unrewarded ,) but to intimate the 

ſingular preheminence of Charity above 


them all : 2u# ſi defit, fruftrd habentur ce- S. Auguf. 
tera ; ſi adfit, habentur omnia : If that bee ©, 19-< 


miſsing, all the reſt are to no purpoſe, if 
that bee preſent, no. other grace can bee 

miſsing, | 
Hithertol have proved nothing, touch- 
ing works of Mercy,but that they areinhigh 
eltceme with God, You will ſay (perhaps) 
that it is one thing to be highly eſteemed; and 
another thing to be intrinſecally good. 
D Tcue : 


verb, Dow, 
Serm.5 0. 


(18) 


True; 'tisſo with men; among whom 
it is no argument for the goodneſle of 
thing,chat it is well accepted. Evill works 
have ſometimes the lotto be better appro- 
ved, than their betters. But with G oo, it 
is otherwiſe : As His underſtanding is the 
Rule of all Truth: Sois His Willthe Rule 
of all Goodneſſe. And therefore the infe- 
rence is ſtrong : This Helikes well. Ergo, 

It is good, 
This pleaſes Him better than that. Fr20, 
This is detterthan that. 

Ando Iam fallen upon my third Pro- 
politior. G o Þ accepts Mercy better than 
Sacrifice, . 

This will aske ſome labour to make it 
g00d, in regard it ſeemesto be a Paradox 
in Divinity ; That a Duty towards our 
Neighbour ſhould take the upper hand of a 
Duty towards G oÞ. YetthatG o Þ Him- 
ſelfe gives it this precedencie, it is evident; 
in that, in ſome caſes, He diſpenſes with 
that which immediately concernes Him- 
ſelte, and connives at the omilsion of it, 
when a worke of Mercy is to be performed 
towards our Brother, 

The 


(19) 
The Religious obſervation of the Lords 
Day, who doubts bur that it is a part of 
God's immediate worſhip, and comes 
within the compaſle of this word Sacri- 
fice?On that Day we are bound to reſort to 
Gods Houſe, thereto preſent our Petitions, 
and to be inſtructed out of His Word : yer 
not ſo bound, but that an a& of Charitie 
may ſue out a Dilpenſation, and ſet us at 
liberty. For when I am goingto Church, 
thus to ſerve G © D; if my Brothers urgent 
neceſsity call upon me for helpe, I may di- 
vert my courſe, and obey that Call, with- 
out diſobeying G op. 

And this holds good, not onely when 
Mercy is to be ſhewved to our Brother ; but 
whenthe Law of Nature cals upon us to 
be mercifull to our ſelves. This wasthe caſe 
ef Cyr15sT's ovvne Diſciples, Chap.rz. 
of this Goſpel : They were charged by the 
Phariſees, he doing that, on the Sabbath 
Day, which was nor lawtfull ; viz. for 
plucking the eares of corne: Their Maſter 
excuſed them by alleaging on their behalfe 
this very DoQtrine,on which we now are: 
That G o Þ loyes Mercy better than Sacri- 

D 2 fice 


(20) 
fice ; and tels the fault-finding Phariſees di- 
rely , that if they had knowne What this 
meant, they would not have condemned. the in- 
nocent. What ? Innocent and yet Sabbath- 
breakers ? Yes. For he would have them 
to know that they are injurious to G o p's 
goodnefle, if they conceive Him lo cruel 

as to exact of men, onthat Day, ſuch a 
Ceſſation from bodily labour, as muſt en- 
danger their lives. No : Though Hee 
require a- ſtrict obſervation: of the Sab- 
bath ; yet Hee requires withall, that no 
man hate his ownefleſh, but that he nou- 
riſh and cheriſh it : And therefore, when 
His Ordinance cannot be kept, but that 
the Law of Nature muſt be violated, and 


. His ſervants (for whom the Sabbath was 


made) well-nigh ſtarved; He reckons the 
breach of itto be no tranſgrelsion , pro- 
nounceth them innocent that had pitic on 
themſelves. 

And here it will not be from the pur- 
pole, to note unto you, the manner, how 
the fourth Commandement, the Law of 
the Sabbath, was given to the Jewes. One 
would think,thatthat Law aimed meerly 
at 


(21) 
at Gods worſhip, thatby keeping of it no 
benefit could accrevv to our Brother.; that 
none was intended:yetifthe matter be wel 
weighed,itwil be found that God in enat- 
ingthat Law, hadaneyeto Mercy,as wel as 
Sacrifice , that He had a ſpeciall regard to 
poore ſervants,thatthey ſhould not be un. 
mercifully handled by their maſters ; And 
therefore injoyned x bo Dayes reſt, prin- 
cipally for His owne worſhip ; but on 
the by, that men-ſervants and maid-ſer. 
vants might reſt, as well as their Maſters, 
Dent.5.14. | 

In imitation of which gentleneſſe of 
God,when thoſe gracious Guides and Go- 
vernours under whom welive, have Decla- 
red theirpleaſure,thatthe L o & ds Day be 
ſo ſanCtihed,as that harmeleſſerecreations 
be not denyed to Chriſtians : Thoſe that 
preſume to cenſure ſuch Declaration, they 
pivein cleere evidence againſt themſelves, 
that they are(to ſpeake no worſe of them) 
better friends to Sacrifice,than to Mercy.So 
is not God. Ye have ſcene, that He permits 
Sacrifice ſometimes to ſtand aſide, and 
vive place to Mercie ; whether it be Mercie 
D 3 ro 
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(22) 
to Qur Brother, or mercy to Our ſelves : I 
may addefurther, or Mercy to A Beaft : 
For if an Oxe or an Alle be fallen into a 
pit, that I was imployed inlitting them 
out, it's a ſuſhcient excule tor my abſence 
from Prayers. , 

If this ſeeme ſtrange to any man, the 
realon I taketo be, for that hee conſiders 
only the Object of theſe two Acts, Mercy 
and Sacrifice, according to which it we 
give judgement, Sacrifice mult needs excell 
Mercy,as much as the Creature comes ſhort 
of the Creator. 

But let theſe Acts be conſidered another 
while, according to the neceſSity of them 


* $. 4%g.de and when it ſhall appeare that * God hath 
Crit, Det 


» no more need of our Sacrifce, than the 
fountaine, that I drinke of it, or the light, 
that I behold it : But our Brother hath ſo 
oreat need of our charity that he may hap- 
pen to periſh, body and ſoule too, if wee 
take no pity on him, then mult Sacrifice 
vaile bonnet to Mercy: But withall it muſt 
be acknowledged, a ſpeciall argument of 
Gods love to us, that He ſo compalsionates 
our infirmities, and condeſcends to our 

necel. 


(23) 
neceſsities, that He permits, yea, and en- 
joynes them to be releeved, though with 
che interruption or omilsion of His more 
immediate worlhip. 

This is very much; yet this is not all. 
For Hee doth not onely connive at the 
ſubſticution of Mercy in the place of Sa- 
crifice : But profeſlerh moreover , that 
Hee will not accept of the worke of Pie- 
ty, till the worke of Mercy bee accompli- 
ſhed. To bring a Gift to the Alcar, is a 
worke of Piety ; To be reconciled to our 
Brother, whom wee have wronged, is a 
worke of Charity : Yer till this be done, 
God will none of ths. Goe, fir, and be re- 
conciled, and then come and offer, S. Matth.s. 
24. So that God requires it, as a, Qualifica- 
tion in the party that will gffer Him any 
acceptable Sacrifice ; ThatTbe in charity 
with his Brother, For let a man make ne- 
ver ſo many prayers and tender them with 
behaviour of the greateſt devotion, ſtrerch- 
ing out his hands towards heaven, atflict- 
ing his ſoule with faſting, and hanging 
dovwne his head like a bulruſh,for penſtve- 


nelle : Yet, if bis bands be full of bloud, God 
| Will 
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will bide His eyes from him, He will not heare 
him, Eſay 1.15. His beſt ſacrifices, confelsi- 
ons, thankſgiving, prayers, and humiliati- 
ons, are an abomination untothe Lo k Þ, 
Prov. 15. 8- So farre from appealing His 
wrath againſt other fins, as that they pro- 
voke His yet further diſpleaſure againſt 
themſelves. 
I might here drawy up a Parallel be- 
twixt Faith and Charity. Is it impolsible to 
leale G 0 Þ without Faith? Hebr.11. 6. So 
1s it without Charity. Are the beſt workes 
of /ubeleevers, but ſþlendidapeccata, glitte- 
ring ſinnes ? So are the beſt pertormances 
of the uncharitable. Is Faith the very Life of 
a Chriſtian ? Saint Paul implies {o,Galath. 
2.20. The life that Inow live,T live by the faith 
of the Sonne of G o Dd, And our Church 
averres nolefle of Charity, That without 
it, whoſoever liveth is counted dead be- 


fore G o D, (ollefs on Quinquageſima 


Sunday. 
Now the ground of this Parallel is, be- 


cauſe that Faith cannot bee true , which 
worketh not by love; As that Sacrifice can 


have no {weet-{melling ſayour in the 
Noſtrils 


(25) 
Noſtrils of Go Þ, which is offered wich 
anunmercifull hand. 

In comparing Mercy with Sacrifice, I 
had thought at firſt, that a meere Duty to- 
wards our Neighbour, had beene compa- 
red with a Duty towards G © d: But by 
looking more narrowly into the Text, I 
Hr now , that to ſhew mercy to our 

(eighbour, is eſteemed by G ob, as a pe- 
ciall part of that duty which we owe to 
Him ; and that in ſo doing we may bee as 
truly ſaid to worſhip G © D, as if we prayed, 
ave thankes, or repented. Whence it is,that 
Saint Tames cals the viſiting of the father- 
leſle and widowes,not a worke of charity, 
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(albeit ſo it be) bur pure religion; and undefi- Chap. 1.ver. 


led before G o Þ and the Father. 

So that, upon the matter , Sacrificium 
hic prefertur Sacrificio : One Sacrifice is 
here preferred before another : The Sacri- 
fice of Mercy, before any 4 of Religion, 
ſeparated from Mercy, that is, before any 
AF, whereby G oÞ is worſhipped, and 
our Brother not benefitted. And, I beſeech 
you marke it, that I ſay, before any AF of 
Religious worlhip : for ſo the compariſon 
LORE E is 
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is made, and Mercy advanced, not above 
the inward Devotion of the beart ; but above 
the outward At of Gop's worſhip. 

As for the inward Devotion, farre be ic 
from us tothink,that G od likes any thin 
better than that; or that it is His will, that 
That (for a moment of time) ſhould give 
place to Mercy. What needeth it to give 
place? They both may ſtandtogether well 
enough : May, didI ſay ? Nay, they muſt 
alwayes goe together , ſuch a mutuall de- 
pendence there is berwixt them, that you 
may boldly affirme, that hee that hath not 
both, hath neither. 

Let no man therefore boaſt, that hee is 

religious towards his G o D, whileſt hee is 

x Epiſt.of unmercifull towards his Brother ; (for how 
ON ©++ can he love Gop, whom he hath not ſeen, 
'  thatloves not his Brother, whom he hath 
ſcene ? ) Nor yet, on the other fide, that he 

is Mercifull to his Neighbour, whileſt he is 

irreligious towards G o Þ ; (for how can he 

keepe any of the other nine; that breakes 

the firſt Commandement the ground of al 

the reſt 2) But letPiety and Charity meet in 

the heart : Forif theſe be in us and abound, 


they 


(1) 
they will make us that wee ſhall not bee 
barren, orunfruitfull in Sacrifices, or in 
Þorkes of Mercy : Both which fruits are ac- 
ceptable to G o Þ ; but thelatter moſt ac 
ceptable : Becauſe by the former, His Di- 
vine Majeſty is worſhipped(a thing which 
He hathno need of : ) By the latter, He is 
worſhippedtoo; andover and aboyethat, 
our ms. neceſsity is ſupplyed. 

Thus much touching the Doctrine;my 


firſt Generall. The Exhortation follovves. 


Goe yee and learne what that meaneth : which Part 2; 


I ſhall diſpatchina word. 

Where the firſt thing obſerve, is, How 
well Cx&1sT hath fitted His DoQtrine 
tothe Parties to whom He ſpeakes. Goe ye 
and learne. Vee Phariſees, who make void 
the Word of God by your Traditions; Ye, 
who when G 0D commands you to ho- 
nour your fatherand mother,and threatens 
certainedeath to him that ſhall doe other- 
wiſe, will yet not honour them, but ſay 
untothem Corban, S. Mark.7.11. 1t is a gift, 
by whatſcever thou mighteſt be profited by me, 
that is, ye give and dedicateto Gop ( or 
rather pretend that ye have dedicated) that 
E 2 where. 
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(28) 
wherewith you ſhould help your Parents, 
in their neceſsity : upon you eſpecially it 
lyes, to learne this Do&trine, G op likes 
Mercy better than Sacrifice: For if to decline 


your Duty towards your Parents, you'doe 


but pretend a Dedication, when indeed 
there is none; thenare ye Hypocrites, guil- 
tie of double iniquity, and to be puniſhed 
with double puniſhment. Or if yee have 
indeed devoted your goods to Gop,know 
yet that ſuch a /2w is not well pleaſing to 
Him ; who would haye taken it better, ye 
ſhould have beſtowed them on ſo chari- 
table a worke, as the relecte of your Pa. 
rents. 

Some are of opinion, that the Phariſees 
Corbandoth not imply,that he hath dedica- 
ted his goods to G 0D; but onely that hee 
hath made a Yow, and taken an Oath, That 
none of his wealth ſhall ever be profitable 
to his Parents; and then thinkes himſelfe 
bound to keepe his vow to God, though 
with the forlhicure of his duty to Father 
and Mother. If this bee his caſe; it will 
concerne him yet to goe learne what that 
meancth, 1 will have mercy, &c. For if he 
| under- 


(19) 
underſtand this well, he will perceive that 
his vow is irreligious, and flatly oppoſite 
to Gods Precept, which enjoynes him to 
honour his Parents with his ſubſtance : 
And therefore, as it was a wicked thing to 
make ſuch avow; ſo it will be more wic- 
ked, to keepe it. 

This Exhortation thus fitted for the 
Phariſees, is appliable alſo to ſome of our 
times ; as namely to the Monkes and Fri- 
ers : Of whom that of S. Gregory is true, 


They are Rarim publicooperis, aſSidui in ſe- Greg. in rt. 


creto contemplationis, "They place all perte- 
Eton in ſequeſtring themſelves from all 
Company, and (as it were)burying them- 
ſelvesalive in their cloyſter : And this they 
call Ingredi Religionem, toenter into a Reli- 
gious eſtate; as if all other courſes of life 
were irreligious, 

Admit that they did (which I doube 
they doe not) ſpend their whole timein 
contemplating the power and wiſedome 
of God, by which He made and governes 
the Vniverſe: In giving Him thankes for 
the manifold bleſsings, which daily and 
hourely He powreth on the ſons of men ; 
: E 3- In 
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(30) 
| In offering upthe daily Sacrifice of Prayer, 

for the eſfabliſhmens of True beleevers, 
and the converſion of Infidels. Yet I con- 
ceive it would bee no difhcult thing to 
ſhew them a more excellent way : I ſup- 
poſe they ſhould performe a Service no 
leſle acceptable to G © Þ, if they would 
change Contemplation into Action; if in 
ſtead of admiring, they would imitate the 
Wiſdome of G © Þ, ingiving counſell to 
the ſimple, and inſtruRing the ignorance, 
and his loving kindneſle, in ſeeking and 
bringing backe the loſt ſheepe tothe fold 
of CaR1sT. Theydoe well in lifting up 
their hands in Prayer fortheir afflifted Bre- 
thren : Butthey might doe better, if they 
wouldalſoputtotheirhands to helpthem. 
It cannot be denied, butthat they are pious 
men , but thenthat piety which they have, 
they have it to themſelves : not inthat ſenſe, 
which Saint Paul wiſheth a man to have 
faith to himſelfe, Rom. 14- 22. that is, not to 
make boalt of it,to the ſcandal of his weak 
Brother : but they have it to themlelves , 
that is, no other man is the better for &. 


Thele ſpeculative men (to givethem their 
due) 


—— = ww 


(31) 


 due)are in agood way toenrichtheir own 


mindes with knowledge, and to attaine to 
acleare viſion of truth, Burt the Praticall 
man hath more opportunities of doing 
good ; and'tis praftice, not bare ſpeculation 
to Which our Saviour here exhorts. Goe yee 
and learne, &c., | 
Burl need not ſeeke abroad for men to 
whomtoapply this Exhortation: We have 
them nearer home, who have as much 
need to learne whatthis meaneth,as either 
Monkes or Phariſees. Such arethey, who 
think they pleaſeGo Þ (ſo well,as no men” 
better) if \ ſpend all the weeke in hea- 
ring of Sermons, albeitinthemeanetime, 
they are ſo negletfull, ſo unmercifull to- 
wards their Families; that they provide for 
them none of thoſe things which the Son 


of Syrach thought neceſlary for ſervants : Ecclus.c.;;; 
neither Bread,nor Correftion,nor Worke, vc1l-24- 


The ſame indiſcreet zeale hath poſſeſſed 
alfo many of the weaker ſex: whence it 
comesto paſle, that when they ſhould be 


a oniding the houſe, Þ putting their hands to* » Tims. 
the ſpindle and diftaffe, giving meate to their ; p,oy, , ” 
houſhold, and a portion to their maides ; they 15-19. 


(for- 
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(forſooth) are at Church, or (more likely) 
at ſome private conventicle, hearing ſome 
factious Teacher; whomthey love and ad- 
mire, they know not for whart, unleſle it 
be for bewailing the times, and ſpeaking 
evill of Governours, 

He that ſhould cell theſe people,that they 
might doe Gop as good lervice, by ſtaying 
at home,as going to Church ; by being in- 
duſtrious in that Tradeandcalling where- 
in Gop hath placed them; as by hunting 
after Lectures ; would hardly be beleeved. 
And yet to ſay this, upon ſuch occaſion, 
were in effet no more,than what our Sa- 
viour heretels the Phariſees , God loves Mer - 
cy rather than Sacrifice. Which one point did 
they well underſtand ; many other things 
which are now amiſſe, would be amen- 
ded. To name one; They would not (as 
they doe) make their zealetowards G oo, 
and His Word, a cloake to palliat their 
want of naturall afte&tion towards their 
ownefleſh. 'Tisno {Jander this, For who 
ſees not, that they have a ſpice of the Phari- 
ſees Corban,whileſt they dedicateto God({o 
they reckon, whatſoever is ſpent on their 


ghoſtly 


(33) 

ghoſtly Fathers,the ſilenced Miniſters)that, 
wherewiththeir carnall Parents ſhould be 
relieved, and their owne children provi- 
ded for. 

I pity theſe poore ſeduced ſoules, from 
my heart, nor doe I ſee wherin one might 
doe them a greater kindneſle,than in recti- 
tying their erroneous conlciences in theſe 
points. For conſider,[ pray, what aperplexi- 
ty it muſt needs be to a man, that dwelling 
1a ſuch a City as this (where there is (per- 
haps)aſermonto be heard, inſomeChurch 
or other,every houre in theday)takes him- 
ſelfe bound in conſcience to heareas many 
ofthem as is polsible, and to manifeſt his 
zeale by his bounty towards thoſe Prea- 
chers who pleaſe him beſt. If he do not ac- 
cording to his conſcience, his owne heart 
wil condemne him of impiety and neglect 
of G o Þ's holy Word, the ordinary meanes- 
of ſalvation : And it he doe follow his pee- 
viſh conſcience,S. Paul wil condemne him: 
for worſethan an infidel,in as much as he 
hath no care toprovide for his owne, efpe- 
cially for thoſe of his houſe, 1 Tim.5.8. 

But,alas, it is too evident ; that 'tis not 
F con- 
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conſcience, but Fation, wherewith he is 
led.For letthe Church require his preſence 
at Divine Service,on Holy-dayes,Wednel- 
dayes,and Fridayes; then the care of his fa- 
nily ſhall teppe in to eludethe Churches 

recept: Then hecan pretend,thatthe lofle 
}f ſo many houres worke would impove- 
1ſh him and all his, and that the Church 
is a cruell ſtep-mother,that enjoynes Sacri- 


fice which cannot conſiſt with Mercy. 


The Churches moderation in this mat- 
ter is cleare enough, it needs not my Apo- 
logie:'T were wel if [uch pretenders could 
make their owne lincerity as cleare;which 
is impoſsible, whileſt rhus they play faſt 
and looſe, faſt at Sermons;laole at Prayers, 
falt at Will-worſhip, looſe at what good 
authority enjoynes. 

Thus havel ſhewed, that Cnnrisrt's 


« exhortation was well htted ro the Phari- 


fees : And that the ſame is appliable ro 


ſome of our times. 

[ might further obſerve ; How by this 
one ſhort ſpeech our Saviour both juſtifies 
Himlelte, (intimatiog that He had done a 
Worke of mercy, in admitting Publicans and 


ſinners 


\ 
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ſinners into His Company) and alſo re- 
proves them that cenſured Him for it. 

And then againe, how He ſets them to 
ſchoole;a ſorepuniſhmentfor ſuch ſuperci- 
lious Rebbies,that thought themſelves fitto 
teach him what company he ſhould keep. 

And this Pride of theirs may be the rea- 
ſon,why Chriſ# Himſelf would notunder- 
take toinſtrut them (as being not meeke 
enough to be His diſciples) but ſends them 
away, Goe yee and learne, &Cc. 

Theſe points I have nottimeto enlarge. 
I ſhall therfore ſhut upall;when I have but 
told you,that the DoCtrine and the Exhor- 
ration in my Text are not unſeaſonable for 
this time of Lent.. Atime (you know) 
of Repentance, Faſting, and Humiliation. 
Which duties albeit they come within the 


compaſle of Sacrifice ; ( for the Sacrifice of Plal.s 1. 17; 


God ts a troubled ſpirit.) Yet if you aske the 
Prophet Eſay, How this Sacrifice muſt be 
offered ; what manner of faſting the Lord 
requires ? He will dire you to workes of 
Mercy. This is the Faft that G oÞ requires, 


That thou deale thy bread to the hungry. Cape58.v-7- 


Not that this can properly becalled a 
y F 2 Faſt ; 
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aſt, bit begpulethis mul alwaycs be ar 
Attendanc oF Conſequent upon our Fas 
"ing. For unleſle the poore fare the bertce 
"for our faſting; unlefle our Abſtinence be 
their Suſtenence ;._ it is to be ſuſpetted, that 
we-falt morc for C ovetouſneſſe, than true 
devotion , and that weare all for Sacrifice, 
for Mercy not at all. 

Laſtly, ſince the Lent-faſt was ordained 
(as for other reaſons, ſo elpecially) to pre- 
pare and fir us,for the better celebration of 
Eaſter, certainely it was never meant, it 
ſhould be unaccompanied with workes of 
Mercy. For in very ill caſe ſhall we be to 
keepe that Feaſt ; it we only tame our fleſh, 
and bring it in ſubjetion ; but have no 
care to root out of our hearts the leven of 
malice and uncharitablenefle. 

That we may.doe both; G o Þ of His 
infinite mercy alsiſt us by His Grace; And 
that through the merits and mediation of 
His deareSonne, and our Saviour Is sus 
CHRIST. 

To whom with the Father, and the 
Bleſſed Spurit, &c. 


FINIS. 


